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SUBJECT: ITU - USE OF ADDITIONAL OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 
REF.: STATE 197420 AND TORREM 57 

FOR US DEL TORREMOLINOS 

1. IN GENERAL, WE ARE OPPOSED TO THE PROLIFERATION OF 
LANGUAGES IN THE UN SYSTEM. WE DO NOT WISH TO MAKE A 
PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE QUESTION OF LANGUAGES WHICH 
GIVES THE APPEARANCE OF MAKING INVIDIOUS DISTINCTIONS 
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BETWEEN LANGUAGES THAT HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY UN 
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ORGANIZATIONS AND THOSE THAT ARE PROPOSED. IF THE 
DELEGATION BELIEVES IT TO BE PRODUCTIVE, IT MAY MAKE 
A STATEMENT THAT WE CONSIDER IT DESIRABLE THAT THE 
ORGANIZATION FIND A WAY TO BALANCE THE USE OF LANGUAGES 
AND THE BURDEN OF THEIR COSTS ON THE MEMBERSHIP, AND 
MAY DESCRIBE THE TYPE OF COST SHARING WE HAVE OUTLINED 
IN REFTEL. AS NOTED IN REFTEL, WE HAVE SOUGHT TO 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE ARAB MEMBERS' OFFER TO PAY FOR 
THE COSTS OF THE USE OF ARABIC IN THE UN TO EXPLORE 
THE IDEA OF REQUIRING EACH MEMBER TO PAY FOR THE LANGUAGE 
IT CHOOSES TO USE. NOT ONLY DOES THIS PROPOSAL FLOW 
LOGICALLY FROM THE ARAB GROUP'S WILLINGNESS TO PAY FOR 
ARABIC IN THE UN, BUT IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT IN COPING 



WITH ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES, BEYOND THOSE MENTIONED IN 
ARTICLE 1 1 1 OF THE UN CHARTER, THAT WE SEE COMING DOWN 
THE ROAD. 

2. THE DELEGATION SHOULD SEEK THE SUPPORT OF OTHER 
DELEGATIONS FOR THE ADOPTION OF A NEW SYSTEM OF 
FINANCING LANGUAGES, SUCH AS THAT SUGGESTED BY REFTEL. 

IT MAY POINT OUT THAT THE ALTERNATIVE IS THE BURDEN 

OF COSTS OF ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES SOARING BY WHAT AMOUNTS 

TO ALMOST A GEOMETRIC PROGRESSION. UNLESS THE MEMBERS 

WHO ARE PROPOSING NEW LANGUAGES OFFER TO REIMBURSE 

THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE COSTS, THE DELEGATION SHOULD 

ABSTAIN ON A VOTE TO INTRODUCE SUCH LANGUAGES, WITH 

THE EXPLANATION THAT WE ARE NOT OPPOSED TO THE ACCEPTANCE 

OF ANY PARTICULAR LANGUAGES, BUT THAT WE WANT THE 

ORGANIZATION TO DEVELOP A DIFFERENT SYSTEM OF FINANCING 

THE COSTS OF ALL LANGUAGE SERVICES, INCLUDING ENGLISH. KISSINGER 
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